
Boys State candidate from the Lamm Post, Max Szumski 

     Among the many sayings and phrases, I heard over my week in Morrisville, the one that stood out to me the 

most was the one that described Boys State as “a week that shapes a lifetime.” This was the phrase that was    

proclaimed proudly at the start of every meeting and convention. We all carried that phrase with us everywhere we 

went that week, both figuratively in the way we lived that week, but also literally, as it was prominently printed on 

the water bottles, we were required to carry with us everywhere we went. We were instructed to hold our bottles in 

the crook of our arm with the motto facing upward, a constant reminder of the reason we were all there.  

     Initially me and the other boys arriving at Morrisville in the hot July afternoon sun had a plethora of different  

reasons for being there. Some of us were there simply because our schools had selected us, some because we 

were interested in military or civil careers. Some because we thought it would look good on a resume. But over the 

course of the week, all of those reasons for being there seemed to fade. Much like our marching and parade      

maneuvers, as we spent more time at Boys State, we seemed to “gel” into a unit. With encouragement, strict          

observation, and a little prodding and harassment from our marine instructor, we began to cover in a line, step        

together, and match pace and rhythm. We began to keep each other accountable, work as a team, and think about 

more than ourselves. When one of us made a mistake, we all worked to rectify it as a team. We were told to stop 

being individuals. All of us came to Boys State with our own strengths, accomplishments, and goals. Some were 

JROTC. Some were incredibly academically accomplished. Some had political aspirations. But once we under-

stood what our counselors and marine was telling us about not being individuals, we began to become something 

greater than any one of us was on our own. In the same way that a platoon of marching soldiers looks much more 

impressive and formal than one marching alone, we all elevated ourselves when we became part of a team. Boys 

state served as a stark reminder of the importance of being a part of something great than yourself. It taught me 

that being a part of a group is one of the most fulfilling things to seek in life.   (Continued on page 2) 

Commanders Message 

Hi everyone, I hope that you have had a good and healthy summer with your family 

and friends, It is hard to believe that we are in September already and the Erie   

County Fair has come and gone. It seems like when you keep busy the months  just fly 

by. 

Our next monthly meeting will be on Saturday, September 12th. The Executive     

Committee will meet at 10: 00 AM with the Membership meeting following at 11:00 AM.  

I would like to remind you that our Post Family Picnic will be on Sunday, September 13th. Please see 

the newsletter for more information, we hope to see you there. RSVP by September 5th. 

For God and Country 

Commander Phil 





Contact the Post at 

gflamm962@gmail.com 







The 2027 American Legion 

Membership Renewal has 

Started. 

 

Renew Early and help the         

American Legion reduce costs for     

printing and mailing out multiply         

renewal notices. 

Over 85 Members of the George F. Lamm Post  have already               

renewed.  Please join them and send in your   

AUXILIARY NEWS 

September is here and it’s time to get back to our regular business. 

Our first meeting of the 2026-2027 year will be September 12 at 11am. We will have 
much to  discuss. Hope you will be able to make it.  

Our family picnic will be held September 13 in the Grove. We are asked to bring a 
dish to pass. There will also be a basket raffle sponsored by the Legion. If you could bring a basket 
or gift card to donate , that would be much appreciated. You can find more information in the        
newsletter.  

Erie County American Legion Family is once again hosting an Octoberfest on October 18 in the 
Grove. All proceeds will be going to the Variety Club for Children’s 

Hospital. More information will also be in the newsletter. Hope to see you in September. 

 

Debbie Diebold 

President, George F. Lamm Auxiliary 





 

Manor 


