
 

 

Hi everyone 

I hope that all of our members will have a Very Happy Easter with their families. It is hard 
to believe that we're going into April already, hopefully you made it through this past winter 
without any major issues. Time waits for no one and before you know it we will be           
doing  yard work at your homes as well as the Post. 

Our next Exec. board meeting will be Saturday, April 13th at 10:00 AM with the           
membership meeting following at 11:00 AM. Later on that afternoon, we will be hosting an 
Open House from 1:00 PM till 4:00 PM. Thanks to the help from members of our            
Executive board committee, letters have been sent out to numerous military installations. 

Hopefully we will be able to get some interested veterans and their spouse's to join our Legion Family. We 
could surely use some help around the Post along with some fresh ideas on how we may be able to serve 
the community better and get them involved. 

For God and Country 

Commander Phil  

Commanders Message 
3-25-2024 





The Erie County American Legion Family presented a check for $6,000 yesterday to the Variety 
Club Telethon . 

From (L to R) Past County President Rosemary O'Connell, Jesse Clipper Post 430 Commander     
Elder Howard Patton III, and Erie County Commander Ted Balbierz.   

Telethon proceeds benefit dozens of local children’s non-profits right here in Western New York, in addition to the 

Variety Tent #7/Robert Warner MD Rehabilitation Center at Oishei Children’s Hospital . 



Contact the Post at 

gflamm962@gmail.com 
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Monday April 1 – Frank Gierlach Auxiliary Unit #1320 is hosting a Dyngus Day Party from 11am – 5pm. 
 It will be held at the Sloan Fire Hall at 55 Gates St. in Sloan.  Admission is $10.00 with a cash bar 
 and homemade Polish food.   

Wednesday April 3 – West Seneca Auxiliary Unit #735 Quilt of Valor raffle.  All proceeds going to our 
 VA&R fund.  Quilt is on display in our Post.  Donations $5 per ticket.  

Saturday April 20 – Newcomb Long Auxiliary Unit #928 will be holding a Meat & Gift Card Raffle.  Doors 
 open at 2:00 PM and raffle begins at 3:00 PM.  Pre-sale $8/$56 for a table of 8 or $70 for a table of 
 10.  Admission $10 at the door.  Beer & pop included.  You may bring your own snacks.  We will 
 also have a Basket Raffle & 50/50 Split.  RSVP for tables to Cheri Hahn 716-983-5326 or Venmo 
 @Chahn5326. Payments can also be made by check (ALA Unit #928) or cash.  

Our next mee
ng will be Thursday, April 4, 2024 

At the George F Lamm Post #622, 962 Wehrle Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221  

General Mee
ng at 6:30pm    

DATES TO REMEMBER 



ALBANY — Nia Gooden, a   

junior at New Rochelle High 

School in Westchester, New 

York, is The American Legion 

New York State Oratorical 

Champion for 2024, Oratorical 

Chairman  Anthony Paternostro 

announced. Department      

Commander  Timothy Collmer     

presented her with the first-

place plaque. 

                                                                                 

This year’s contest was conducted on March 2 at the Crown Plaza-Desmond Hotel, Albany. 

Nia received a Department of New York Scholarship Award of $6,000 and competes in the National Finals on May 17-19, 

2024, at Hillsdale College in Michigan.  She competed against four other finalists from a cross section of the state in the 

87th Annual American Legion Department of New York Oratorical Contest. She was sponsored by the Yorktown 

Heights American Legion Post 1009, Westchester County, 9th District, Zone 1. 

Other contestants were: 

• Maureen Kennedy, who won a $4,000 scholarship as the second place finisher. She was sponsored by the Greenlawn 

Post 1244 of Suffolk County, 10th District, Zone 2 

• Orianna Cotten, who finished third and won a $2,500 scholarship. She was sponsored by Brushton-Moira Post 939 of 

Franklin County, 4th District, Zone 3; 

• Grant Gillman and Hannah Brundage, who each won $2,000 scholarships. Grant was sponsored by the Carthage Post 

789 of Jefferson County, 5th District, Zone 4. Hannah was sponsored by the Jewell Buckman Post 529 of Orle-

ans  County, 8th District, Zone 5. 

MONDAY, MARCH 04, 2024 

Nia Gooden Is the NYS American Legion Oratorical Champion 

 

(From left) 2024 Department Champion Nia Gooden, Maureen Kennedy, Orianna Cotton,                                                  
Department Commander Timothy Collmer, Hannah Brundage, and Grant Gillman. 

Photos by Frank Carletta. 






