Commanders Message

Hi everyone, I hope that everyone is enjoying their summer
with the best of health. We have been super busy at the
Post with bookings, just about every weekend.

Just a reminder, if anyone can help us out with cleaning up after an event that would be great.
I would like your opinion regarding having a Family night in the Grove, maybe once a month for
starters. I wanted to reach out to all veterans, their families and people who live in our
community. If you are a veteran who does not belong to a Legion Post, please consider joining us. We
would love to have you become part of our Legion Family. Please call either myself or one of our
officers with your thoughts or questions that you may have.
On a closing note, make sure that you visit the local Williamsville Farmer's Market that takes place every
Saturday morning from 9AM to 1 PM next to the Amherst Town Hall.
For God and Country
Commander Phil
American Legion News
Three area community residents were elected at the New York State American Legion Family
Conventions held in Binghamton, NY the week of 7/11/2022. Nancy Babis from Lockport was
elected New York American Legion Auxiliary President, Timothy Van Patten II from East Amherst was elected New York State Detachment Sons of the American Legion Commander, and
James Bojanowski from Orchard Park was elected New York State American Legion Vice
Commander representing the western 16 Counties of NY, and an area of Canada. The newly elected New
York State American Legion Commander is David Riley from Rome, NY.
During the convention The American Legion gave a special $100,000 donation to the RTM Protocol a
program designed to treat PTSD and reduce veteran suicides. A donation of $34,000 was also given to
help fund housing for female veterans that allows them to continue living with their children. These two
grants are the beginning of a 1.5 million dollar fund by The American Legion to lower veteran suicide and
reduce homelessness rates.
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WNY Veterans Housing Coalition
Who We Are
In 1987 there were over 287,000 homeless Veterans in the United States, most of them Vietnam
Veterans. In Buffalo alone there were 2,500 homeless Veterans on any given night. It was because of this, a hand full of dedicated local leaders including founders Joe Ryan and Bill Lyons,
along with members of the VVLP - Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program, recognized the need
for quality, affordable, and accessible housing for disadvantaged and disabled Veterans. With just
$2,000 and a purpose, WNY Veterans Housing Coalition Inc. was incorporated on September 9,
1987.
WNYVHC was at the forefront of setting a national trend by providing Special Needs Housing for our Veterans. The organization started with an abandoned building at 1125 Main St and a contract with the newly formed Healthcare for Homeless
Veterans Program at the VA, one of the first of its kind Transitional Housing Programs for Veterans in the United States.
Veterans were referred to the Program through the VA Homeless Program and the VA Substance Abuse Program. The Program was such a success that the organization knew it needed to expand and over the next six years, WNYVHC developed
permanent supportive housing by adding three more buildings totally four apartment buildings with 100 apartments that are

Corporate Profile
Mission Statement
Dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of Veterans.
Program Description
WNY Veterans Housing Coalition, Inc. (WNYVHC) was founded in 1987 to provide housing for homeless Veterans
and Veterans with special needs. Since then the organization has expanded its focus by developing and managing
residential housing for low income persons, severely disabled, homeless, and other persons who have special needs.
Our main focus has been and always will be Veterans first.
The agency currently manages four apartment complexes consisting of 100 units in the City of Buffalo. It provides
housing, case management and program services to individuals who might otherwise face homelessness.
What separates us from other property development and management organizations is the Continuum of Care component that provides case management services. Through a variety of supportive serves offered to tenants, the focus
is on homeless prevention and referrals to agencies that can meet their needs. WNYVHC is at the forefront of setting
a national trend in providing special needs housing for Veterans while addressing the complex factors and issues facing Veterans today.
Celebrating our 30th year in 2017, WNYVHC has assisted well over 20,000 Veterans with housing, case management, homeless prevention, employment and referrals.
In 1996, WNY Veterans Housing Coalition, Inc. was nationally recognized as a recipient of the prestigious “All American City Civic Empowerment Award” for its ability and reputation for implementing specialized and unique veteran and
non-veteran special needs housing initiatives and partnerships commensurate with its Mission.
In May 2000, the National Coalition for Homeless Veterans, in Washington, D.C., presented a special recognition
award for demonstrated leadership within the homeless provider network.
WNYVHC’s long term goal is to continue to aggressively search for new ways to improve housing and the quality of
life for those who served when their country called and to assist other communities and organizations in addressing
the needs of these special populations.

Visit the website at: http://www.wnyvhc.org

