
I remember your sacrifice, I honor I remember your sacrifice, I honor 
your courage, and I do not forget, your courage, and I do not forget, 
That it was you,Who paid the high That it was you,Who paid the high 

price For Freedomprice For Freedom

Hello Everyone,

 In these trying times due to COVID 19, please try to 
stay as safe and healthy as you can. Just to let you know the 
Erie County American Legion, Department, National and local 
post levels have cut back on most activities. Unfortunately, 
there was no Flag Day ceremonies at the local Elementary 
schools. This year's BOYS STATE program was cancelled as 
well. 

 There will not be a Membership meeting in September, 
however we will have one on October 14th. I would like to 
hold our Flag Retirement Ceremony at 6:15 PM followed by 
our Membership meeting at 7:15 PM. If you are able to attend, 
please bring your mask and maintain social distancing.  It 
would be great to see you there.

 Once things get better and we are able to open up 
again, I hope that you will come out and support our Post

For God and Country,

Commander Phil

George F. Lamm PostGeorge F. Lamm Post
962 Wehrle Dr.962 Wehrle Dr.

Williasville, NY 14221Williasville, NY 14221
716 - 204 - 2405716 - 204 - 2405

Commander Phil

Proud To Be AmericanProud To Be American

Lamm LightsLamm Lights
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JOIN US
General Membership Meeting 

Second Wednesday Of The Month  
7:00p.m.

Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 
Second Wednesday Of The Month  

7:30p.m

The Lamm Lights will be ready for viewing on the The Lamm Lights will be ready for viewing on the 
5th of every month on our website.5th of every month on our website.

Just go toJust go to

a m e r i c a n l e g i o n p o s t 6 2 2 . c o ma m e r i c a n l e g i o n p o s t 6 2 2 . c o m
and click on newsletter to view.and click on newsletter to view.

T O  G E T  U S  O N  F A C E B O O KT O  G E T  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K
G O  T OG O  T O  

G E O R G E  F .  L A M M  P O S TG E O R G E  F .  L A M M  P O S T

To Book your event at 
the George F. Lamm Post

Contact Bob Bruno
at 716-335-4881
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Post Clubhouse: ........................................................398-8008  Post Clubhouse: ........................................................398-8008  
Lamm Post Grove: ....................................................634-6965Lamm Post Grove: ....................................................634-6965
Editor/Mailing-DominicEditor/Mailing-Dominic S Savarino: ..............................207-0349avarino: ..............................207-0349
                email - dominicsavarino@vrizon.net                email - dominicsavarino@vrizon.net

Lamm Post Officers 2019 - 2020Lamm Post Officers 2019 - 2020

  Commander: Phil English..... ...................................291-4638  Commander: Phil English..... ...................................291-4638
  1st Vice:  Erine Bacon ....................................1-585-317-8946  1st Vice:  Erine Bacon ....................................1-585-317-8946
  2nd Vice: Steven Sams............................................807-2894  2nd Vice: Steven Sams............................................807-2894
  3rd Vice: Don Helminiak...........................................668-2905  3rd Vice: Don Helminiak...........................................668-2905
  Adjutant: ...................................................................Open   Adjutant: ...................................................................Open 
  Mobilization: .............................................................Open  Mobilization: .............................................................Open
  Sgt-At Arms: Don Helminiak  ...................................668-2905  Sgt-At Arms: Don Helminiak  ...................................668-2905
  Service Officer:.........................................................Open  Service Officer:.........................................................Open
  Finance Officer: Richard Brown  ..............................836-0418  Finance Officer: Richard Brown  ..............................836-0418
  Corp President: Paul Laurenzi  ................................335-4881   Corp President: Paul Laurenzi  ................................335-4881 
  Chaplain: .................................................................Open  Chaplain: .................................................................Open
  1st Asst. Chaplain: ...................................................Open  1st Asst. Chaplain: ...................................................Open
  2nd Asst Chaplain ....................................................Open  2nd Asst Chaplain ....................................................Open

ExEcutivE Board at-LargE MEMBErs 2019 - 2020ExEcutivE Board at-LargE MEMBErs 2019 - 2020
    
  Dominic Savarino .................................................... 207-0349    Dominic Savarino .................................................... 207-0349  
  Frank Barone .......................................................... 833-4138  Frank Barone .......................................................... 833-4138
  Paul Laurenzi: ......................................................... 335-4881  Paul Laurenzi: ......................................................... 335-4881
  Rick Herrmann: ....................................................... 243-5348  Rick Herrmann: ....................................................... 243-5348
  Paul Shea ................................................................906-9257  Paul Shea ................................................................906-9257

auxiLiary officErs 2019 - 2020auxiLiary officErs 2019 - 2020

  President: Debbie Diebold  ......................................836-9617  President: Debbie Diebold  ......................................836-9617
  1st Vice: Theresa English.........................................Unlisted  1st Vice: Theresa English.........................................Unlisted
  Secretary: .Susana Colon.........................................491-2429  Secretary: .Susana Colon.........................................491-2429
  Treasurer: Mary Ann Bush........................................759-1171  Treasurer: Mary Ann Bush........................................759-1171
  Chaplain: Cindy fries  ...............................................391-1883  Chaplain: Cindy fries  ...............................................391-1883
  Sgt - At Arms: Ruth Brown .......................................276-3590  Sgt - At Arms: Ruth Brown .......................................276-3590

Got a minute? Tell the Post what you think of the month-
ly newsletter “Lamm Lights.”  Send your response to 
dominicsavarino@verizon.net. If you would like to contrib-
ute to improving our newsletter, please feel free to contact 
me with your interests

Thank You!
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Putting career on hold
to help win war

Never underestimate the power of a mother and how it will 
reach in your life.

World War II veteran and Silver Star recipient Frank A. 
Matthews begins his story of military service by recalling his 
mom, who worked as a cleaning lady in the home of Alfred 
H. Kirchhofer, who at time was managing editor of the Buffa-
lo Evening News.

One day while cleaning Mary Matthews asked Kirchhofer if 
he would consider helping her oldest son advance in life.

“I was employed making the first turn signals for cars at KK 
Specialty Co. on East Ferry Street,” recalls Frank Matthews, 
known as Matty. “ Then I got the call from Mr. Kirchhofer and 
met with him. He said I could be a photographer, engraver 
or printer, said I chose printer.” 

It turned out to be a good decision the  21-year-old, but 
before his career as a printer could gain momentum, Uncle 
Sam borrowed him for a while.

“I’d received an-1-A notice from the East Aurora Draft board, 
and I went to them and asked how long it would be before I 
was drafted,” he says. They told me by the end o 1941.”

Rather then be told the branch of the military in which he  
would serve, Matthews decided to take control of his desti-
ny.

“I walked over on my lunch hour from the newspaper to the 
downtown post office and enlisted in the Army Air Forces,” 
he remembers, adding that it was the branch where “I want-
ed to be.”

“It was the best decision I made, “ he said “I got through it.”

But just barely.

Inside a B-24 Liberator bomber, nicknamed “Eager Beaver,” 
he and his crew-mates often limped back home in their air 
strip at Port Moresby, New Guinea.

On bombing runs  to various  Pacific islands where the            
Japanese maintained military installations, the Eager Beaver 
frequently endured enemy fire. 

“The sky was so black at times with anti-aircraft ack-ack 
that we felt we could step out on the plane and walk on it.” 
Matthews says.

And when the flak wasn’t thickening the air, there were agile 
Japanese fighter pilots shooting at the American bombers.

“One of my crew members narrowly missed death.” Mat-
thews recalls. “His handgun was in a shoulder holster, and it 
stopped a bullet from a Japanese fighter plane.”

During another close call, Japanese gunfire exploded the 
radio inside the bomber, and the radio operator never re-
covered from the shock lf tne hit.

On bombing runs  to various  Pacific islands where the Jap-
anese maintained military installations, the Eager Beaver 
frequently endured enemy fire. 

“The sky was so black at times with anti-aircraft ack-ack 
that we felt we could step out on the plane and walk on it.” 
Matthews says.“Our pilot told me he had no control and that 
the cable to the rear rudder must have been shot out,” Mat-
thews says. “I dropped out of my top gun turret and walked 
to the back of the plane on a catwalk. As soon as I got to 
the bomb bay, I saw the cable hanging.

“I got the two waist gunners to help me pull the cable back 
together, and then I began splicing it with more cable and 
tow clamps.

With the plane still under heavy attack, the repair job got 
complicated.

The waist gunner frequently returned to their positions and 
defended the plane while Matthews used his bare hands to 
keep the rubber operational.

“As the cable moved,” he says “I went with it, holding it 

together.

Eventually, with the help of waist gunners, Matthews spliced in 
the new section of cable and returned to his turret.

By the time the plane touched down,the No 3 engine was dead, 
and the craft’s fuselage was raked with more than to holes from 
flak and machine gun bullets.

And consider this: During the harrowing flight, Matthews had 
flown without a parachute. That’s because his other duties on 
the aircraft, as flight engineer, required him to respond quickly 
throughout the plane. The parachute, he said just got in the way.

 Was he frightened?

 “I probably was scared and didn’t know it’”

For his bravery in saving the 10 member crew, he was awarded a 
Sliver Star, the nation’s thrid-highest medal for valor.

When he returned home a war hero, Matthews said Kirchhofer 
made sure he was able to resume his old ob. But let’ not forget 
the woman who had helped Matthews get the job in the first 
place, his dear Mother.

“When my mom was too old to clean for the Kirchofers,“Mathews 
says, she remained good friends with Mr. and Mrs. Kirchhofer 
and would go to their home on her scheduled day, and they would 
sit and have coffee.

Even though she could not carry out the demanding duties of 
cleaning, she still received her wages, for the Kirchhofers thought 
that highly of Mary Matthews. 

Her son would end up retiring as assistant supervisor of the com-
posing room at The Buffalo News after some 45 years of service. 
Having made his family and his county-ad his newspaper very 

proud.

Frank A. Matthews, 91

Hometown: Griffins Mille

Residence: Elma

Branch: Army Air Forces

Rank: Technical sergeant

War Zone: Pacific

Years of service: 1941-45

Most prominent honors: Silver Star,

Distinguished flying Cross, Air Medal with 
three oak leaf clusters.

Specialties: Top turret gunner and flight 
engineer on b-24 Liberator bomber
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George F. Lamm Auxiliary
Please join us in honoring and 

supporting our Male & Female Veterans 
who serviced our country.

The George F. Lamm Post Manor and grove is one of Western New York’s premier facili-
ties for hosting Meat Raffle. Our 
facility can hold up to 330 people 
with two  full services bars. We 
are just minutes from the Buffalo 
Airport and easy thruway access 
via the NYS 90, I-290 and RTE 33 

(Kensington Expressway) with plenty of convenient parking. We are handicapped accessi-
ble entrance and lavatory.
We will gladly customize a meat Raffle package to fit your needs. We will gladly you 
through the program and work with you and your 
staff to help your event success with no mis-

Attent ion’Attent ion’
Meat Raff le LoversMeat Raff le Lovers
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1127 Wehrle Drive  Suite 100 Williamsville NY, 14221

  Phone: 716 - 631 - 5767 Fax: 716 - 631 - 5354

Health Care Proxies and Covid-19: Is it Time to Update?

 As the coronavirus pandemic continues throughout the country, 
many people are concerned whether the Health Care Proxy they have in 
place needs to be updated. Health Care Proxies not only designate the 
person you want making health-care decisions on your behalf, but also 
your specific wishes depending on the circumstances. With an illness 
like Covid-19, where the ability to recover is unknown, it is important 
that your Health Care Proxy outlines your wishes in the event that you 
find yourself in such a situation. 

At the Stamm Law Firm, we remain focused on our clients’ needs 
given the current crisis and are committed to providing Health Care 
Proxies that cover any medical crisis that you, or a loved one, find your-
self in. If you are concerned that your Health Care Proxy, or any other 
estate planning documents, need to be updated, make an appointment 
for a free consultation with one of our attorneys today.

*The information provided in this article does not and is not in-
tended to constitute legal advice. All information and content of this 
article is for general informational purposes only. Readers of this article 
should contact their attorney to obtain advice with respect to any legal 
matter. 

*Attorney Advertising: Stamm Law Firm, 1127 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite 100, Williamsville, NY 14221 (716) 631-5767
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You can rent the Post 
facilities for any 

of the following events.
 •   Anniversaries
 •   Birthday parties
 •   Business meetings
 •   Conference facilities
 •   Community meetings
 •   Graduation parties 
 •   Special events
 •   Training & development
 •   Wedding receptions
 •    Reunions - family, school, and
      friends
 •   and more...  

LAMM MANOR & LAMM GROVE

Geo. F. Lamm Post Manor and Grove is 
one of Western New York’s premier ban-
quet and grove facilities. It is convenient-
ly located at 962 Wehrle Drive, Between 
Cayuga Road and Union Road, Wil-
liamsville, NY just minutes from the Buf-
falo Airport and easy Thruway access via 
the NYS 90, I-290 and RTE 33 (Kensington 
Expressway). We offer full service banquet 
hall facilities for all your special occasion 
needs, with plenty of convenient park-
ing! Lamm Manor and Grove has handi-
capped accessible entrance and lavatory.

We will gladly customize a beverage pack-
age to fit your needs for your Buffet, Family 
Style or Sit Down Dinner needs.

The downstairs Manor Lounge is great for 
smaller parties, showers, & birthdays ac-
commodating up to 90 people, Main Manor 
Hall: can accommodate up to 230 people. 

Let Us help You
With Your Entertaining Needs

Contact Bob Bruno
716 - 335 - 4881

August
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

September 2020 October
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Exe. Board
Meeting

7p.m.

Enterprize
Meeting 

8p.m.

Grove 
Church

9-12

Elevator
Union

meeting
Grove

4-8p.m.

Grove 
Church

9-12

Amherst
Republican

Board Meet-
ing

6-8p.m.

Grove 
Church

9-12
Curuch

Party
Grove

Grove 
Church

9-12
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TOWN OF AMHERST
REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE

SUPPORTS
THE GEORGE F. LAMM POST

CHAIRMAN BRIAN RUSK
WE THANK ALL MILITARY PERSONNEL

WO SERVED THE UNITED STATES IN ALL WARS

rusk13@msn.com

2019

Residential Pest Control for Buffalo, and Western New York, NY

Ashland Pest Control is a local, family-owned and operated pest control business in Buffalo, NY. 
We began operations in 1968 under the vision of owner Richard Muscarella, Sr. His son Richard 
Muscarella, Jr., took over the company in 1980 and has  carried it through to today. Ashland Pest 
Control has always relied on ethical pest management services, including integrated Pest 
Management strategies. We do what we can to provide the most customer satisfacion for our 
clients.

Our services are available for home and business owners throughout Buffalo and Western New 
York. We pay special attention to environmental factors and regulations with each service we 
provide. These effective services rely on the latest technologies and updated methods. Our 
technicians are all New York State DEC-certified and continue to stay up-to-date with the latest 
techniques and changes to state regulations so we can provide the absolute best services. 

Ashland Pest Control

TO OUR MEN & WOMEN IN UNIFORM...
THANK YOU FOR OUR FREEDOM

Grover Cleveland Alumni
CLASSES OF 1931 - 2011

Chairman Frank BaroneChairman Frank Barone
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Registration

Register to vote by Oct. 9. (Some 
people — those who are honorably 
discharged from the military or be-
come a naturalized citizen after Oct. 9 
— can register in person by Oct. 24.) 
If mailed, your voter registration must 
be postmarked by Oct. 9 and received 
by Oct. 14. You can register online 
here.

Voting early

Counties must offer early 
voting Oct. 24-Nov. 1. Check 
with local election officials for 
locations and the exact sched-
ule in your area.

In-person voting
So far, no plans to close 
polling places have been 
announced.

Requesting an absentee ballot

In order to vote absentee, you must 
have an excuse, such as being sick 
or out of town on Election Day. You 
can download an absentee-ballot 
application here. The deadline to 
apply by mail is Oct. 27; the dead-
line to apply in person is Nov. 2.

Submitting an absentee ballot

Absentee ballots must be 
postmarked (or dropped off in 
person) by Nov. 3 and received 
by Nov. 10.

What we’re watching

The state legislature has passed 
several bills to make it easier 
to vote by mail during the pan-
demic, including allowing voters 
to cite fear of the coronavirus 
to vote absentee. The bills are 
awaiting Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
signature.

VOTING IN NEW YORK STATE 2020
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Uncle Sam Wants YOU!
to help stop coronavirus

1. HANDS - HANDS -  Wash them often
2. ELBOW - ELBOW - Cough into it
3. FACE - FACE - Don’t touch it
4. SPACE - SPACE -  Keep safe distance
5. FEEL - FEEL -  Sick stay home
6. Wear - Wear -  A Mask



These Advertisers Are Your Friends & Neighbors Please Use Their Services.

Distribution List for Erie County 

American Legion Posts - Veterans of  Foreign Wars Post - Amvets Post

Published Monthly By The George F. Lamm Post #622
962 Wehrle Drive Williamsville NY, 14221

              September, 2020

Website: www.bingsrestaurant .netWebsite: www.bingsrestaurant .net
E-mail:  bingsrestaurant@gmail .comE-mail:  bingsrestaurant@gmail .com

Shelly & Tom SchratzShelly & Tom Schratz
Proprietors Proprietors 

Catering ServicesCatering Services
1 9 5 2  K e n s i n g t o n  Av e n u e1 9 5 2  K e n s i n g t o n  Av e n u e

A m h e r s t ,  N Y  1 4 2 1 5A m h e r s t ,  N Y  1 4 2 1 5
( 7 1 6 )  8 3 9  -  5 7 8 8( 7 1 6 )  8 3 9  -  5 7 8 8

Where every meal is like
Sunday Dinner.


